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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  MANAGERS 

FOR  1912 


THE  TEMPORARY  HOME  FOR  WORKING  WOMEN 


To  those  friends  who  are  interested  in  the  welfare  and 
work  of  the  Temporary  Home  for  Working  Women,  at  453 
Shawmut  Avenue,  Boston,  the  Managers  are  glad  to  report  a 
successful  though  uneventful  year.  Statistics  at  the  best  are 
dull,  but  a  few  must  be  indulged  in  to  show  what  has  been 
accomplished.  Five  hundred  and  fifty-two  women  have  been 
sheltered  within  our  doors  during  the  year  of  1912,  an  increase 
of  sixty  over  last  year’s  figures.  We  have  provided  six  thou¬ 
sand  five  hundred  and  sixty-one  lodgings  and  served  nineteen 
thousand,  seven  hundred  and  seventy-one  meals,  as  against 
eighteen  thousand,  four  hundred  and  nine  in  1911.  The  work 
of  the  free  Intelligence  Office  maintained  by  the  Home  has  also 
increased,  permanent  positions  having  been  furnished  for  one 
hundred  and  ninety-eight  women,  many  of  whom,  though  too 
old  for  active  work,  are  found  places,  through  Miss  Murphy’s 
efforts,  where  at  least  they  are  not  dependent  on  charity.  The 
demand  for  day  workers  has  increased  materially,  as  for  in¬ 
stance  in  the  year  1907,  five  years  ago,  seven  hundred  and 
seventy-eight  women  were  sent  out  by  the  day,  while  during 
the  year  just  passed  the  number  has  reached  seventeen  hundred 
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and  ninety-three,  or  in  other  words  more  than  doubled.  The 
laundry  and  sewing  room  have  brought  in  their  share  of  the 
receipts  for  the  Home,  and  we  are  always  glad  of  new  patrons 
in  both  of  these  departments,  where  good  plain  work  is  done 
by  the  inmates  under  the  guidance  of  competent  matrons.  Be¬ 
fore  going  on  with  this  report  let  us  state  for  the  benefit  of 
those  who  are  not  familiar  with  our  work  that  in  exchange  for 
board  and  lodging  a  woman  must  work  in  the  laundry  or 
sewing  room  or  do  housework,  if  the  matron  so  directs,  for 
the  purpose  of  the  house  is  “to  help  those  who  want  to  help 
themselves,”  and  no  woman  is  received  as  an  inmate  unless  she 
is  willing  to  comply  with  these  conditions.  A  woman  may  stay 
in  the  Home  for  a  month,  and  by  special  permission  of  the 
Managers  this  time  is  sometimes  extended  During  their  stay 
Miss  Murphy  helps  them  in  every  way  possible  to  obtain  work, 
or  if  incapacitated  arranges  for  them  to  go  to  some  suitable 
institution  or  hospital,  for  our  accommodations  do  not  warrant 
the  keeping  of  anyone  who  is  really  sick  or  helpless.  Miss 
Murphy  rarely  loses  heart  in  dealing  with  the  many  pathetic 
cases  which  come  her  way,  and  her  advice  and  counsel  is  most 
welcome  to  many  a  tired  and  discouraged  woman.  She  is  also 
a  careful  and  economical  housekeeper,  as  our  expenses  have 
increased  in  very  small  proportion  to  the  higher  cost  of  all  food 
products.  Many  women  come  to  us  quite  destitute  of  clothes, 
and  we  are  always  glad  of  old  or  new  garments,  for  the  demand 
is  almost  always  greater  than  the  supply.  Last  year’s  repairs 
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on  the  house  were  so  thorough  that  this  year  only  the  painting 
and  renovating  from  the  usual  wear  and  tear  were  necessary. 
Our  house  is  clean  and  fresh  for  the  winter’s  work. 

Words  are  but  a  poor  expression  of  our  appreciation  for 
the  devotion  and  interest  Miss  Mason  has  shown  during  nearly 
thirty-five  years  as  President  of  the  Home,  and  it  is  with  true 
regret  that  the  Managers  announce  her  resignation  from  that 
office,  the  only  compensation  being  that  we  shall  still  have  her 
advice  and  counsel  as  a  valued  member  of  the  Board  of  Man¬ 
agers. 
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RESULTS 

Women  admitted  since  1878 . • .  16,622 

Women  admitted  in  1912 .  552 

Women  permanently  placed .  198 

Women  temporarily  placed .  46 

Women  sent  to  day’s  work .  1,793 

Women  sent  to  hospital . 24 

Number  of  lodgings .  6,561 

Number  of  meals .  19.771 
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NOTICE 


All  respectable  women  who  apply  are  admitted  into  the 
Home,  provided  they  are  able  to  work  in  pay  for  their 
board  and  lodging. 

Babies  under  two  years,  with  their  mothers,  may  be  ad¬ 
mitted  for  a  few  days  only. 

Each  case  is  looked  into  by  the  Superintendent,  and  if 
possible,  a  suitable  situation  is  found  where  the  woman  may 
become  self-supporting. 

Women  unfit  for  work  are  sent  to  a  hospital  or  to  the 
Charitable  Institution  best  suited  to  their  needs. 

No  woman  may  stay  more  than  one  month  at  the  Home, 
or  be  received  again  until  six  months  shall  have  elapsed,  unless 
by  special  permission. 

The  Home  is  conducted  by  a  Superintendent  and  two  As¬ 
sistants,  under  the  supervision  of  a  visitor  from  the  Board  of 
Managers. 

The  industries  of  the  Home  are  laundry  work,  sewing,  and 
the  care  of  the  house,  and  the  women  are  taught  to  do  better 
work  in  these  departments. 

The  Home  is  strictly  non-sectarian. 


REPORT  TEMPORARY  HOME  FOR  WORKING  WOMEN  —  NOVEMBER  30,  1912 
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LIST  OF  CONTRIBUTIONS 


Elizabeth  H.  Kidder .  $10.00 

David  P.  Kimball .  25.00 

Fanny  L.  Curtis .  10.00 

Lucy  B.  Stone .  10.00 

John  T.  Coolidge .  10.00 

Lucy  S.  Rantoul .  25.00 

Mrs.  James  T.  Fields . • .  5.00 

George  Abbot  James .  10.00 

A.  G.  Van  Nostrand .  10.  (X) 

Mrs.  Reginald  Foster .  10.00 

Mrs.  Charles  A.  Kidder .  10.00 

Mrs.  George  G.  Lowell .  10.00 

Mrs.  James  M.  Crafts .  25.00 

L.  Adelaide  Peabody .  3.00 

Mrs.  E.  P.  Motley .  10.00 

Mary  L.  Blake .  5.00 

Mary  McG.  Dalton .  10.00 

Mrs.  J.  R.  Coolidge .  10.00 

Ralph  B.  Williams .  10.00 


$218.00 
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Dec.  Boston  Branch  of  the  Needlework  Guild,  52  pieces  of  new 
underwear. 

Mr.  Cleveland  A.  Ballou,  3  dozen  oranges. 

Mrs.  I7.  M.  Crehore,  geraniums. 

Miss  M.  A.  Nelson,  shoes  and  gloves. 

Miss  Wiggin,  1  coat. 

Mr.  Louis  H.  Perley,  $2.00. 

$1  from  a  friend. 

Franklin  Square  House,  books  and  Ladies’  Home  Journals. 

Jan.  Miss  M.  A.  Nelson,  2  handbags,  belt,  hair  ribbons. 

J.  W.  Soren,  underwear. 

Feb.  Mrs.  Benfield,  2  coats,  5  waists,  3  undervests,  1  pair  of  shoes. 
Miss  S.  A.  Adams,  1  pair  of  shoes,  4  waists. 

Mrs.  M.  A.  Varney,  1  pair  of  shoes. 

March  Mrs.  Annie  Raynes,  1  dozen  fresh  eggs. 

April  Easter  cards  from  City  Mission. 

Box  of  clothing  from  J.  W.  Soren. 

May  Mrs.  Ray,  clothing. 

Mrs.  Pierce,  hats  and  fans. 

Aug.  Box  of  fresh  vegetables  from  Mrs.  George  R.  Shaw. 

Mr.  D.  E.  Bryan,  flowers. 

Mr.  Frederick  House,  corn  and  beans. 

Mr.  Harmon,  lettuce  and  beets. 

Nov.  Mr.  E.  F.  Harmon,  barrel  of  vegetables. 

Miss  J.  C.  Mackie,  clothing. 

Miss  Scribner,  1  coat. 

Miss  Dooley,  clothing. 
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FORM  OF  BEQ 


UEST 


I  bequeath  to  the  Treasurer  of  the 
Working  Women,  a  corporation  under 
monwealth  of  Massachusetts,  the  sum  o 
Dollars,  to  the  use  and  benefit  of  said  corporation 


Temporary  Home  for 
die  laws  of  the  Com- 


I 
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